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held that despite the disabilities referred to, it was more
economical and advantageous to pass the drafts for abroad
through the corps at Home than to maintain separate
training battalions for that purpose, since to some extent,
two birds were thus killed with one stone. The success
of the reserve system, the magnificence of the reservists
has proved the wisdom of what has been so long tried
and which organization has perfected. Often and often
has the system known as the 'Cardwell' system been
attacked. It is easy to attack it, but it is not easy to cany
the attack home, as no one can devise a system that so
well serves an en-tout-cas role. The actual principles and
forms on which our military forces shall be organized and
equipped in the future is another matter altogether.

THE MILITARY  NEEDS AND  THE  WAR FEARS  OF  INDIA

For over a century the main military danger to India
has been the attitude of Russia, who has steadily absorbed
the Central Asian Khanates. Since 1881 the attitude of
Britain towards Afghanistan has been that of an Ally,
who would protect her frontier against what has been called
*The loom of the Bear'. In 1885 as already related, the
Indian Army was mobilized to give effect to that alliance,
in consequence of a Russian attack on Afghan Frontier
troops. Russia was and is the prime enemy. The secondary
enemy has been the inhabitants of the thousand miles of
frontier hills which lie between the British-administered
territory and the frontier of Afghanistan. They can produce
some 200,000 armed and warlike men, and in 1897 were
profoundly stirred by fanatical agitators, and political
mischief makers. It took 60,000 British Indian troops to
restore peace. Since then the tribesman are a hundred
per cent better armed and have been disturbed by many
conflicting movements.

During the World War, the conduct of our loyal ally,